PROGRAMME

Saturday 6th October   

- arrival at keflavik airport, transfer to reykjavik 

Group arrives at Keflavik at 15:45.  A french speaking tourguide/ tourmanager meets the group at the airport.  Our guide will give the group all the necessary basic information they need to know about Iceland on the way to Reykjavik, accommodation.   I suggest a lecture in the hotel by Mr Snorri Baldursson Phd, vice manager of the Iceland Science Institute. He is the chairman in Scandinavian committee on global warming.  He is the biggest expert in Iceland on the subject in general. I hope he will also cast light on special Icelandic problems.   

sunday 7th October -  Reykjavik  - skaftafell – vatnajökull glacier

Group leaves Reykjavik in the early morning. We now head for Vatnajökull glacier on the South East corner of Iceland. They drive through the Southern parts, via small villages, Hveragerði, Selfoss, Hvolsvöllur toward the glacier Mýrdalsjökull.  Important aspects in relation to the glaciers is, that below the surface both in Myrdalsjökull and also in Vatnajökull we have very active volcanos.  When the pressure decreases the danger of volcanic activity increases with great consequences for the near environment.  We continue over Eldhraun lava via Kirkjubæjarklaustur to Vatnajökull national park.  We will focus on the changes taking place as concerns the glaciers running down to the lowland. In the past 50 years most glaciers are constantly getting thinner and smaller.  These changes are taking place just in front of us and very easy to see.  While the glaciers melt down with increasing speed we can expect huge increase in th effluent rivers, rivers which are harmless today can become huge with great consequences for the near environment.  Accommodation.  

According to your wishes we would have lecture about the glaciers and the possible impact of global warming.  Another aspect of interest for the group is to get information about the Greenland project, where they drilled thousands of meters into the glacier and could track weather changes thousands of years back.  Mr Helgi Björnsson glaciolog and his team knows more about this than any others.  We need to convince him or some of his collegues to hold the lecture.  

monday 8th october–  Vatnajökull area, Kirkjubæjarklaustur to búrfell area

We explore the area around Skaftafell and then drive back to Kirkjubæjarklaustur and over the Eldhraun lava.  As the time of year is near middle of October we need to stick to the main road.  One thing we cannot guarantee is the weather.  We drive back via Skogar, Hvolsvöllur and head inland to the hydropower staions operated by Landsvirkjun in the river Thjorsa.  I would need to involve Landsvirkjun to arrange information meeting about their intentions both in this area and also in Iceland in general.  Also important for the group to visit some of these power stations.   Most of the power is used for aluminium smelters. When we return to Reykjavik we need to invite someone who is part of the environmental watch in Iceland, to give the other picture of this builtup.  I will try to arrange a lecture by some of Landsvikjuns specialist, about renewable energy production. Also their definition of green energy for aluminium smelters.  Accommodation in southern parts, Flúðir, Selfoss, Hveragerði.  

tuesday: 9th October  Golden Circle Tour,   Geopower plants in hengill area

We start by visiting our main tourist attractions, Gullfoss waterfall, the mightiest in Europe,  Geysir hot spring area, with boiling and explosing geysers and Thingvellir national park.  We can estimate we leave Thingvellir around 14:00.  My plan is then to visit the Hengill geothermal power plants, owned by Reykjavik Energy Authority.  The geothermal energy is both used as low temperature to heat houses and also as 270 C steam to produce electricity.  We will arrange a sightseeing of the power plant and afterwards a lecture about the geothermal resources in Iceland, how they are utilized and plans for the future.  This lecture can both be from the engineer on site or even more interesting geophysics site.  We return to Reykjavik in the evening.  

wednesday  10th october  Reykjavik 

I suggest we have a calm day, sightseeing in Reykjavik in the morning. In the afternoon first a visit to the hydrogen project and then the Meterological Institute.  A lecture about climate changes in Iceland should be welcomed and as I suggested in the introduction, put these changes in relation to recent findings in Greenland about climatic changes which extend thousands of years back in time.  The icecore data reveals lots of sudden changes, bigger than the one we are talking about today as Global Warming.  I estimate the group can be on their own from 16:30.  

thursday  11th october blue lagoon, the Pollutants -fishing fleet, heavy industry

In the morning, a visit to the Blue lagoon for a refreshing bath.  After Blue lagoon, a visit to Alcans aluminium smelter just outside Hafnarfjörður.  This company has been very active in trying to convince the inhabitants in Hafnafjörður to give them change to built out their operation to biggest smelter in Europe.  It would be good to hear the views of those responsible. Again they are talking about green energy.  We plan to arrive in Reykjavik around 14:00.  We still have not discussed the influence on the biotopes, the marine environment and also fauna and flora on land.  I suggest we get specialist from the Institute of Marine Research and Museum of Natural History to give lecture on these issues, their concerns about the future.  

friday  12th october  Official plan concerning global warming 

I think it is important to hear the views of those responsible in government as well those people or organisation which oppose this built up.  We can probably arrange some official person to lecture about the policy of Iceland as a country.  I also suggest we get someone from Framtidarlandid (The Futurecountry) which is a organisation which is gathering people against this huge built up and trying to get the icelandic people to be more responsible.   

saturday  13th october   Departure   

Transfer to Keflavik Interantional Airport for departure at 7:40 
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